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LETTER 

This Acquisition Letter (AL) is issued by the Director, Procurement and 
Assistance Management Directorate pursuant to a delegation from the 
Secretary. Material published in this AL is effective upon receipt. 
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Acquisition Letter 88-1 

The purpose of this AL is to provide (1) information on recent Department 
of Energy (DOE) policy changes with respect to copyright of computer 
software by Management and Operating (M&O) contractors, and (2) a revised 
rights in technical data clause (Attachment 1) to be used in�&) 
contracts in lieu of the existing Rights in Technical Data-Facilities 
(Apr 1984) clause (DEAR 952,227-78). 

The intent of DOE's revised technical data pol icy is to allow M&:J 
contractors to secure copyrights, to the maximum extent, for all 
scientific and technical software funded by :JO� in accordance with this 
policy except where such release (1) would be detrimental to national 
security, (2) would not enhance the appropriate transfer or 
commercialization of such software, (3) would have a neg3tive impact on 
U.S. industrial competitiveness, or (4) would prevent DOE from meeting 
its obligations under international treaties and agreements. 

For purposes of this policy, affected program offices may designate on a 
class or program basis those program or funding areas under their 
cognizance that are excluded from this policy based on a predetermination 
by the responsible Program Assistant Secretary or his or her designee of 
the applicability of one or more of the exceptions noted above. Computer 
software packages developed with Naval Reactors funding or those that are 
classified are excluded from this policy on a class basis. 
































